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Steps in Summer Reading 

	
√
	Checklist – Steps
	Page #

	
	1. Choose 3 books that you want to read this summer.  
· Consider authors you like.
· Consider genres you enjoy.
· Consider books your friends have recommended.
· Consider the Summer Reading book list you received.
	

	
	2. Take notes as you read on sticky notes, or as a double-entry journal in your notebook (at least 1 every 5 pages).
	3

	
	3. Write a reading reflection response to the following question when you finish two of your books:
What new understanding do you have about life or the world as a result of reading this book?
	4

	
	4. Choose a Creative Writing Project to complete at the end of the third book. 
	5

	
	5. Consult the Rubric to make sure your project will score an excellent grade.
	6


Bring your completed notebook with: 
1. Reading Notes (adhere the sticky notes to the notebook or do them as double entry journal)
2. Reading Reflections
3. Creative Writing Project 
on the first day of school next fall—
Tuesday, August 17th. 
Taking Notes

Many students like to use sticky notes to record their thinking as they read to help them better understand the book.  Others like a double entry or dialogue journal format, so you can feel free to choose the style you like best.  If you do sticky notes, attach them to paper and include them in your summer reading folder.  If you use a double entry format, use the format below and include them in your summer reading folder.
	Quote & pg.# that inspired this thinking
	Thought, question, reflection, idea

	
	


Good readers use thinking strategies as they read to interact with the text.  Here are some ways you can begin the notes you take about your book that correspond with the different thinking strategies:
	Question

I wonder…

I am curious about…

Why…
	Recall

In summation…

What I remember most from today’s reading is…

	Connect

This reminds me of…
	Visualize

I visualize…

The picture in my head looks like…

	Self-Monitoring

I am confused because…

Some reading problems I am having are…
	Analyze

This represents the theme of…

Looking at the author’s style, I notice…

The purpose of this passage is…

	Evaluate

This is important because…

My opinion about this is…
	Infer

I think this means…

I’m guessing that…



Reading Reflection





After reading two books, review your notes, and compose a response to this question:  What new understanding do you have about life or the world as a result of reading this book?
Write your response in standard essay format: include an introduction with a lead and a thesis, body paragraphs with supporting evidence (quotes), and a conclusion.

For the overall grade, add up the corresponding number for each of the grades and divide the total by 4.  For example: Content=3, Organization=4, Quotes=4, Spelling, Grammar, & MLA=2.  Total is 13 divided by 4=3.25=Overall Grade: B+








Overall Grade ____
	Trait
	A=4
	B=3
	C=2
	F=1

	Content
	· Thesis statement includes original thought and argues a point about what has been learned from the book.  The reader feels they have learned something new from the writer.
· In each supporting paragraph, the student directly relates the quote to the thesis statement and provides brief and relevant summary in order to introduce the quote.
· 3-5 pages
	· The thesis statement is an original thought and argues a point about what was learned about what was learned from the book.
· The supporting paragraphs contain information to support the thesis but sometimes provide irrelevant information or don’t introduce the quotes with relevant info. related to the thesis.

· 2 pages
	· The thesis statement attempts to but does not actually make a point about what was learned.  It simply observes what happened in the book.
· The supporting paragraphs provide information about the book but don’t directly relate to the thesis statement
· 1 page
	· There is no thesis statement.
· There is not enough evidence that the student really read this entire book.  It appears the student may be trying to fake it.

· Less than one page or 6+ pgs.

	Organ-ization
	· Begins with an attention-grabbing lead.

· Well-organized into multiple paragraphs, including an introduction, supportive body paragraphs, and a conclusion.


	· Begins with a good lead.

· Organized into multiple paragraphs, including an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.


	· Tries to begin with a lead, but it could be better crafted.

· The response is organized into multiple paragraphs. 


	· No lead.

· The response is poorly organized.

· No transitions.

	Quotes
	· Three quotes are included and used as evidence to support the student’s claim.

· Quotes are well selected & well-explained in the essay.


	· Two quotes are included and used as evidence to support the student’s claim.

· Quotes are well selected, but could be explained a little better.
	· One quote is included and used as evidence to support the student’s claim

· Quotes could be better selected; they might be too long or too short, and not terribly well-explained.
	· No quotes are included, or the quotes do not support the students’ claim.

· Quotes seem to have little if anything to do with the essay’s thesis.

· 

	Spelling, Grammar, & MLA
	· No spelling or grammar mistakes exist. 

· Perfect MLA format.
	· Only a couple mistakes exist. 

· Nearly perfect MLA format.
	· The student has made a few spelling and grammar mistakes.
· Tries to use MLA format, but makes a few errors.
	· The student needs to edit his/her paper, as well as ask for peer-editing help.
· No attempt to use MLA format.


Creative Writing Projects
For one book, choose one of the following projects to creatively express your learning. Like all aspects of Summer Reading, these are to be completed in your Reader’s Notebook.  Each  Creative Writing Project should be a minimum of 3 pages long unless otherwise indicated.
1. Chapter/Scene Rewrite 

A key part of analyzing a text is recognizing the point of view from which it is told. In order to explore point of view and the writer’s craft more deeply, take a chapter or scene from your book and rewrite it from the perspective of a character other than the narrator or protagonist. What does this character do? Why does this character act the way he/she does? What is the character thinking and feeling? 
2. Children’s Book

Often a good way to test your recall of a book or story is to summarize it in simple terms. That is what you’ll be doing for this project as you create a children’s book version of your story. The book should be at least 10 pages, tell the entire story, and include a series of illustrations to accompany the text.
3. Letter

Write a full-page letter to either the author of the book or one of the central characters that explores questions or things you wondered about in the course of reading. The letter should be in friendly letter format, and demonstrate deep thinking and a thorough understanding of the content of the book. 

4. Research Project

For this project, prepare a report of information that you are inspired to research as a result of reading your book . For example, you might read John Hersey’s Hiroshima, decide you want to learn more about atomic weapons, research them, and prepare a write-up on your findings. You might read Jeanette Walls’ The Glass Castle and want to learn more about what constitutes child abuse, research this idea, and prepare a report of your findings.  You may include illustrations, models, etc. Make sure it is in your own words and remember to include the sources of your information.

5. Service Project

Sometimes the most valuable connections are the ones that link to the real-world communities around us. Maybe there’s some aspect of your book that inspires you to act, or makes you think of a need in your own community. For this project, connect your reading with the community by writing a proposal for a possible service action project. This outline should contain the following elements: what the project would be, an explanation of how the reading led you to develop this project, and a breakdown of the steps it would take to complete the project. 

6. Short Story with new Vocabulary
As you read, keep track of any new vocabulary terms you learn in your book—list them along with a definition. After you finish, take those words and weave them into a short story. Make sure all new terms are used correctly and either italicized, underlined, or bolded. 
 Rubric





Overall
Grade ______
Overall Grade-Add up the corresponding numbers for each of the traits and divide by 6.  Give the letter grade that corresponds with that number.  For example: Book Selection=3, Notes=4, Reading Reflection=3, Creative Writing Project=4, Creativity and Effort=4, Neatness=2  Total is 20.  20 divided by 6 is 3.3.  Overall Grade: B+
	Trait
	A=4
	B=3
	C=2
	F=1

	Book Selection
	Student took time to select books that s/he enjoys or at least appreciates, that were written at an appropriate reading level.
	Student enjoyed / appreciated most of the books, and they were at the right reading level, but he/she could have taken a little more time to ensure a better selection.
	Student only enjoyed or appreciated one of the books, and needs to spend more time in the library or book store learning all the different types of books that are possible to read.
	The student didn’t seem to benefit from any of the books s/he selected.

	Notes
	· Student had notes every 5 pages or more frequently.
· Student used multiple thinking strategies which are evidenced in the notes.
	· Student took notes at least once every 10 pages.

· Student used more than one type of thinking strategy while reading and taking notes.
	· Student took some notes but not on a regular basis.
· Student used only one type of thinking strategy while reading.
	· Student has no notes or notes do not show that he or she read the book.
· Student did not use thinking strategies to take notes.

	Reading Reflection
	Received an A on the reading reflection rubrics.
	Received a B on the reading reflection rubrics, or a combo of A and C.
	Received a C on the reading reflection rubrics, or combo of B and D.
	Received an F on the reading reflection rubrics.

	Creative Writing Project
	· Writing project show a deep understanding of the book
· Followed directions perfectly. 
	· Writing project show a good understanding of the book
· Mostly followed directions.
	· Writing project shows some understanding of the book
· Followed directions to some degree.
	· Project does not show much understanding of the book
· Student did not follow directions.

	Creativity& Effort
	Reader’s notebook shows:

· Intelligence

· Extra Creativity

· More than the required effort
	Reader’s notebook has parts that show:

· Intelligence

· Creativity

· Effort


	Reader’s notebook merely meets requirement and directions.  No extra effort was expended.
	Less than the required effort has gone into the reader’s notebooks.

	Neatness 
	· Notebook is neat and organized with readable handwriting.  
· Very few grammar errors.
	· Notebook is neat and organized with readable handwriting.  
· There are a few grammar errors.
	· Notebook is somewhat messy and disorganized, but readable.  
· There are many grammar errors.
	· Notebook is very messy, disorganized, and the handwriting is difficult to read.  
· Grammar errors interfere w/ meaning.


How many notes should I take?


However many you need to best understand your book, but a good guideline is you should pause at least once every 5 pages, so a 200 page book = 40 notes.
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