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Before Erlinda Ramirez started high school four
years ago, she figured she might pursue a SPECIAL REPORTS

career in fashion.

The idea of a diploma was nice, but not a
necessity. As for attending to college, forget it.

But now, just three months from graduating
from Arrupe Jesuit High School, the 17-year-
old is trying to pick between the University of
Denver and Fordham University in New York - Ahmad Terry © News
as well as awaiting possible scholarships offers.

Arrupe Jesuit High School senior Erlinda Ramirez,
And fashion? Try business and finance instead 18, walks to class last week. She is three months
- courtesy of a three-year gig at Wells Fargo from graduating
sorting through financial portfolios and
cross-checking multimillion-dollar corporate

accounts. STORY TOOLS

"At first it was pretty intimidating," Ramirez Email this story | Print
said. "But | asked a lot of questions and they

took time to explain it to me until | understood MORE STORIES

it."

The senior will leave her job at Wells Fargo and ? Students’ stairway to college
graduate from Arrupe Jesuit in June with what

Principal Michael O'Hagan describes as "a # Teacher to climb into kids' lives MOST VIEWED STORIES more »

diploma and a resume."
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It's part of the high school's work-study )

program that each of its 258 students must go DPS board yanks school's charter before it S

through to _grad_uate. A_nd since 099”"‘_9 its can open Major recall of food has pet owners frantic

doors to pr‘lm_arlly low-income families in 2003, % Life Skills charter school asks for one more ? NBA players cash in on daily allowance of $106 during trips
the school's first senior class - including year

Ramirez - is set to graduate. ? Legwold: Plummer may pay $7 million
Not only that, but all 47 graduates are

preparing to go to college. ? No tricks, just a treat for red-hot Colorado

"That's our distinct hope," O'Hagan said. "You never know what last-minute stuff will happen, but ADVERTISING LINKS buy a link »
that's what we're on track for right now."

Save 60% The school is one of only a handful nationwide that has a work-study program that requires Online Health Care Degrees

on hotel rates. students to spend one day a week at a job. Because the students lose out on that day of Click here to get enrolled for your Health Care degree!

classroom instruction, the school has a longer day and a year to make up for it. webjuice.com

Working with 68 corporate partners in the metro area, the school places students in a variety of
career fields ranging from finance, law and medicine. The students usually start their freshman
year as clerks and, if they get promoted during the school year, they can stay on the following
year. Otherwise, they can try another field.

» Click HERE

N to 35338 O'Hagan said in a few cases, students have been fired. If that happens, they have to go through
TXT RM retraining at the school and apply for other jobs.

"We find that's not an experience they want to have happen again," O'Hagan said. "Also, it's a lot
easier to be fired at 16 than to be in your 20s and relying on that paycheck." SPONSORED LINKS

The students don't work for free. The hours they rack up at their jobs help pay their tuition.

At a cost of $7,500 a year, Arrupe Jesuit would be unaffordable for many of the families who send ? World Travel ? Fundraisers
their children there. But once work-study credits are factored in, families actually end up paying
about $1,000. ? Lasik Denver eye ? Attorney Finder
surgery
The Rev. Stephen Planning, president of the school, said a sense of ownership gives students an 3 ? Strollers
important stake in their education and future. Cash Advance 3
3 Whole House Fans

It also gives them an appreciation for the hard work their parents do daily, he said. Denver Real Estate % Lingerie
"I've heard some of the students come back after working, complaining about how their feet hurt," ? Juarez Mexico Forum p

ersonal Loan

Planning said. "l tell them that now they know how their parents feel and why mom might want

them to help out with dinner." > Compare Prices

> Direct Mailing Lists

The goal of the school, according to Planning, is to get students to think of college as viable. To ? Baby Bedding
do that, the school aggressively recruits universities to visit the campus and has students fill out ? Free Online Dating

applications. ? Juarez Mexico Forum

That's another requirement: Every student must apply to college.

¥ Colorado Real Estate

Some are so successful in applying they find they're almost frozen by the choices that open up for
them.

Michelle Spreutels, 17, is choosing between eight colleges. She wants to become a doctor and
was impressed with Creighton University. But she hasn't committed yet.



Her situation is one that O'Hagan wants other students to recognize - that colleges should be
shopping for them instead of the other way around.

"These kids are smart and have a lot to offer," O'Hagan said. "We're trying to help them get
there."
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