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Choose Your Book


Select one of the following books to read. Choose a book that looks interesting to you, or select a genre that you enjoy reading.

	Title
	Author
	Summary

Note: All summaries taken from www.amazon.com. Feel free to look at the website for more information about your book

	Sports

	Heat
($7.99)
	Lupica, Mike
	When Michael Arroyo is on the baseball diamond, everything feels right. He's a terrific pitcher who dreams of leading his South Bronx All-Stars to the Little League World Series in Williamsport, PA. It's a dream he shared with his father, one they brought with them as they fled Cuba and wound up living in the shadow of Yankee Stadium. Michael's ultimate dream is to play in the major leagues like his hero, El Grande, Yankee star and fellow Cuban refugee. Tragically, Papi died of a heart attack a few months back, leaving Michael and his older brother, Carlos, to struggle along on their own. Afraid of being separated, they hide the news of their father's death from everyone but a kindly neighbor, Mrs. Cora, and Michael's best friend, Manny Cabrera. When a bitter rival spreads rumors that Michael is older than he appears, the league demands that he be benched until he can produce a birth certificate. 

	Coming of Age (Growing Up)

	The Outsiders
($9.99)
	Hinton, S.E.
	According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the world: greasers and Socs. A soc (short for "social") has money, can get away with just about anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, always lives on the outside and needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it, even willing to rumble against a gang of Socs for the sake of his fellow Greasers--until one terrible night... 

	The Secret Life of Bees
($11.20)
	Sue Monk Kidd
	14-year-old Lily Owen, neglected by her father and isolated on their Georgia peach farm, spends hours imagining a blissful infancy when she was loved and nurtured by her mother, Deborah, whom she barely remembers. These consoling fantasies are her heart's answer to the family story that as a child, in unclear circumstances, Lily accidentally shot and killed her mother. All Lily has left of Deborah is a strange image of a Black Madonna, with the words "Tiburon, South Carolina" scrawled on the back. The search for a mother, and the need to mother oneself, are crucial elements in this well-written coming-of-age story set in the early 1960s against a background of racial violence and unrest. When Lily's beloved nanny, Rosaleen, manages to insult a group of angry white men on her way to register to vote and has to skip town, Lily takes the opportunity to go with her, fleeing to the only place she can think of--Tiburon, South Carolina--determined to find out more about her dead mother. 

	Hot Topics

	The First Part Last
($5.99)
	Johnson, Angela
	This novel tells the story of a young father struggling to raise an infant. Bobby, 16, is a sensitive and intelligent narrator. His parents are supportive but refuse to take over the child-care duties, so he struggles to balance parenting, school, and friends who don't comprehend his new role. Alternate chapters go back to the story of Bobby's relationship with his girlfriend Nia and how parents and friends reacted to the news of her pregnancy. Bobby's parents are well-developed characters, Nia's upper-class family somewhat less so.

	Stuck in Neutral
($7.99)
	Terry Trueman
	Shawn McDaniel was born with a severe case of cerebral palsy, so severe that he has no muscle control whatsoever.  To the outside world, he is the intellectual equivalent of a 3 month old with virtually no ability to communicate whatsoever. However, Shawn IS an intelligent teen with total recall. Which makes his situation all the worse as he realizes that his well-intentioned father, who has become famous for the poem he wrote about Shawn and his condition, has begun talking publicly about putting people like Shawn “out of their pain and misery??”


	Hot Topics, continued

	Buried Onions
($6.95)
	Gary Soto
	Eddie tries to escape from the poverty and gang society that surrounds him by taking vocational classes and staying away from his old "cholos," (gang friends). But when his cousin is killed, his aunt urges him to seek out and punish the murderer. To avoid the pressure building in his neighborhood, Eddie takes a landscaping job in an affluent suburb. But this too goes awry when his boss's truck is stolen while in his care. In the end, with his money gone and a dangerous gang member stalking him, Eddie's only choice is to join the military and hope that they can give him a better future than the one Fresno seems to offer. 

There is no tidy closure--certainly no happy ending--to this bleak novel. But that is exactly what gives Buried Onions its strong, acidic flavor. Teens with a low tolerance for any type of pretense will appreciate Gary Soto's honesty in not trying to force a fairy-tale ending. In spare but always striking prose, Soto has written an unrelentingly grim story that teens will savor because it rings true.

	The Crossing
($6.99)
	Gary Paulsen
	14 year old Manny is an orphan in Juarez, Mexico. He competes with his bigger, meaner rivals for the coins American tourists throw off the bridge between Texas and his town. Across that heavily guarded bridge await a different world and a better existence. On the night when Manny dares the crossing--through the muddy shallows of the Rio Grande, past the searchlights and the border patrol--the young man encounters an old stranger who could prove to be an ally or an enemy. Manny can't tell for certain. But if he is to achieve his dream, then he must be willing to risk everything--even his life.

	Romance/Friendship

	Stargirl
($6.99)
	Spinelli, Jerry
	At Mica High School everyone eats the same, dresses the same, talks the same, acts the same and no one is different. That is until the day that Stargirl shows up. Stargirl is an eccentric, kind home schooled student who does not conform to the same set of values or ideals as the typical students at Mica High School. She has no understanding of what is popular, nor does she realize the invisible social and cultural boundaries that are present around her. Soon, the individuality of Stargirl spreads to other students. Leo falls head over heels in love with this flower in the desert. He loves everything about especially her individualism. After a fretful incident at basketball game, Stargirl's popularity begins to plummet. She is outcast and shunned by her classmates. In a desperate attempt to save his face and Stargirl’s reputation, Leo asks Stargirl to do the unthinkable, to become normal. Should she keep her individuality?

	If You Come Softly
($5.99)
	Woodson, Jacqueline
	A new love is special and rare, but the world around Ellie and Miah doesn't see it like that. All they see is race: Miah is black and Ellie is Jewish. Will their love survive? An ALA Best Book for Young Adults. A BCCB Blue Ribbon Book.

	War

	Zlata’s Diary
($10.40)
	Filipovic, Zlata
	From September 1991 through October 1993, young Zlata Filipovic kept a diary. When she began it, she was 11 years old, concerned mostly with friends, school, piano lessons, MTV, and Madonna. As the diary ends, she has become used to constant bombing and snipers; severe shortages of food, water, and gas; and the end of a privileged adolescence in her native Sarajevo. Zlata has been described as the new Anne Frank.


Get a Copy

· You can obtain a copy of your chosen book at a library or a bookstore. 
· The closest library to Arrupe is Smiley Library. It is located two blocks north of Arrupe in Berkeley Park on Tennyson and 46th Ave. The address is 4501 W. 46th Ave. and their phone number is 303-477-3622. 

· For more information about the library closest to you, visit http://www.denverlibrary.org
Read the Book

Read the book you selected
Do not wait until the last minute.

Create a schedule 
Figure out how many weeks you have from the time you obtain the book, until the time school starts.  Divide the number of weeks into the number of pages in the book.  The answer is how many pages you need to read a week.

Pick a time 
Do you like to read in the morning, when you’re wide awake?  Or would you rather read each night before sleep?  Does your family have a road trip planned in the summer?  Some students have great success reading in long car rides.

Pick a place

Where can you be most successful with your reading?  Is there a quiet place in your home, or do you need to go to the library to get some quiet time to do your reading?


Take Notes as You Read

As you read, take notes in two columns to record your thinking about your reading.  Start your responses in the right column with one of the sentence starters below. Each time as you read, record your thinking in two column notes.  By the end of the book, you should have 10 entries in your double-entry journal.
	Quotes (pg. #)
	Response (choose one)

	Write down a quote from your reading that you think is important, or that stands out to you.  Make sure to include the page number in which you find that quote.
	· I am confused because…

· Some reading problems I am having are…

· What I remember most from the reading is…

· This passage was about…

· The picture in my head looks like…

· I wonder…

· I am curious about…

· This reminds me of…

· I think this means…

· I’m guessing about…(A character’s feelings, what might happen next, what I think this word means,  reading between the lines)

· This is important because…

· My opinion about this is…



Finish the Assignment
1. Obtain a report binder or a folder with clasps.

2. Organize your notebook to include: 
a. Which book you selected and why

b. Where you located the book

c. Date you began the book

d. Double-entry journal
e. Date you finished the book
3. If you have any questions please email Mrs. Weber at kweber@arrupejesuit.com
Bring it to School

On the first day of school, please bring with you: 
· A copy of the book you selected to read 

· Your entire assignment in a report binder

This will be one of your first grades in English class.

 Freshmen Summer Reading Assignment Example

a. I selected to read the book Warriors Don’t Cry: A Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock’s Central High by Melba Patillo Beals. I have taught a memoir unit for three years now. Each year I have had students read and tell me about this book. I have always wanted to read this book because of their comments about it. They would tell me about how courageous Melba was to take on racism. They couldn’t imagine being brave enough to be one of only nine students to integrate Little Rock’s Central High School. I am looking forward to reading this real-life story of heroism.
b. I got this book at Arrupe’s Library.
c. I began this book on June 27, 2006

d. Double Entry Journals
Date: June 27

Time Read: 45 minutes



Pages Read: xix-12
	Quote 
	Response

	“I began the first draft of this book when I was eighteen, but in the ensuing years, I could not face the ghosts that its pages called up. During intervals of renewed strength and commitment, I would find myself compelled to return to the manuscript, only to have the pain of reliving my past undo my good intentions. Now enough time has elapsed to allow healing to take place, enabling me to tell my story without bitterness” (xvii).

	This reminds me of Elie Weisel the author of Night who wrote a memoir about his experiences during the Holocaust. In a letter he wrote to my class he wrote, “I kept a ten year vow of silence because I was afraid I could not find the proper words”. I can’t imagine having the courage to share what is so painful!



Date: June 29

Time Read: 30 minutes



Pages Read: 12-30

	Quote
	Response

	“I explained to her that I believed each human being was really only a spirit-made by God, and that our bodies were like clothes hanging in the closet. I said I thought one day I would be able to exchange my body for a white body, and then I could be in charge.

‘Some of your thinking is right child. We are not these bodies, we are spirits, God’s ideas. But you must strive to be the best of what God made you. You don’t want to be white, what you really want is to be free, and freedom is a state of mind’” (10).
	I think this means that Melba’s grandmother is talking to her about how it is necessary to accept who you are. Melba should never want to change her skin color because she is perfect the way God made her. What matters is your mind and how you use it.

I completely agree with Melba’s grandmother here. I am really impressed that she could think this way when so many people everyday treat her like she is less of a person because she is black. What a wonderful woman!


NOTE: These are two sample logs included to help you get started. However, you must complete ten logs to get a good grade on this assignment. The log requirements and grade breakdown are below. Keep in mind, you must do each log thoroughly and thoughtfully to get a good grade on it.

10 journal entries =A

8-9 journal entries =B

6-7 journal entries =C

5 or Fewer journal entries =D
e. I finished this book on July 20, 2007
Rubric
Use this rubric to gauge the quality of your work, and determine how exactly to earn an A on your first assignment at AJHS.
	
	A
	B
	C
	F

	Quantity
	· 10 logs

· Thorough and complete


	· 8-9 logs

· Logs are mostly thorough and complete.
	· 6-7 logs

· Logs could be completed better
	· 1-5 logs

· More work is needed to turn in a complete assignment.

	Presentation
	· Assignment is neat & perfectly organized
· Neat handwriting or typing

· All quotes are properly punctuated ad include page numbers

· Spelling and grammar is nearly perfect
	· Mostly neat & organized.

· Legible handwriting
· Most quotes are properly punctuated and include page numbers
· Spelling and grammar has a couple errors
	· Needs to be neater and better organized
· Could use neater handwriting
· Needs to include page numbers for all quotes, and use proper punctuation
· Spelling and grammar needs improvement
	· Very disorganized and messy
· Unreadable handwriting
· No page numbers included with quotes & poor punctuation
· Many errors in spelling and grammar

	Ideas
	· Thoughtful responses to quotes
· Student demonstrates critical thinking
· Student uses sentence starters to craft their double-entry journals
	· Mostly thoughtful responses to quotes
· Student demonstrates some critical thinking
· Student uses some sentence starters to craft their double-entry journals
	· Some thoughtful responses to quotes
· Student demonstrates a little critical thinking
· Student uses a few sentence starters to craft their double-entry journal
	· Responses are not thoughtful.  It appears the student tried to rush through the assignment
· Student needs to demonstrate more critical thinking 

· Needs to use sentence starters to craft double entry journal

	Reading
	· It is obvious the student read and understood this book at a deep level.
	· The student appears to have mostly read and understood this book.
	· The student may have tried to read this book, but may not have finished it, and/or may be lacking some deeper understanding of the text.
	· There is not enough evidence that the student really read this book.  It appears the student may be trying to fake it.
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